
What you should know about the FAA Pilot Certification and Qualification Requirements for Air Carrier 

Operations 

Summary of the Rule 

 First Officers in domestic, flag, and supplemental operations must hold an airline transport pilot 

certificate and an airplane type rating for the aircraft to be flown. 

 Pilots with fewer than 1,500 flight hours may qualify for a restricted privileges ATP beginning at 21 years 

of age if they are a military-trained pilot (750 TT), have a bachelor’s degree with an aviation major (1000 

TT), or have an associate’s degree with an aviation major (1250 TT). 

o School must have letter of approval from FAA. 

 The restricted privileges ATP will also be available to 21 year old pilots with 1,500 flight hours. 

 The restricted privileges ATP only requires 200 hours of cross-country if other hours met. 

 The restricted privileges ATP allows a pilot to serve as SIC in domestic, flag, and supplemental operations 

not requiring more than two pilot flight crew members. 

 Restricted privileges ATP requires full ATP checkride.  Entitled to full ATP when experience met 

(paperwork to exchange). 

 Second-class medical certification requirement for a second in command in part 121 operations. 

 Captains must have full ATP and at least 1,000 flight hours in air carrier operations. 

 Multiengine ATP requires 50 hours of multiengine flight time. 

 Must present a graduation certificate for an FAA-approved ATP Certification Training Program (ATP-CTP) 

to take the knowledge test for multiengine ATP. 

o Minimum 30 hours ground 

o 10 hours sim, 6 of 10 in Level C or higher full flight simulator that represents a multiengine 

turbine airplane with an MTW of 40,000 pounds or greater, other 4 of 10 may be in Level 4 or 

higher FTD. 

o Training conducted under Part 142 with an instructor having at least a multiengine ATP and 2 

years of experience as a multiengine turbine powered PIC under 91(Sub K) or 135 regulations or 

121 PIC or SIC experience. Instructor must be typed for Level C simulator used for training. 

 ATP knowledge test results are good for 60 calendar months provided that the ATP applicant took the 

ATP-CTP course prior to his or her knowledge test. 

 The single-engine ATP does not require the ATP-CTP course but does require a separate single-engine 

ATP knowledge exam. 

o Single-engine ATP knowledge exam results are good for 24 calendar months. 
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